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To check annual flooding, GNIDA
to redesign Surajpur roads, drains
More Contractors Face Action, Say Officials; Work To Start After Monsoon
Himanshu Singh

Shalabh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: While the skies were clear during the day, the situation in the capital changed quickly by the afternoon on
Thursday. A three-hour spell
between 2:30 pm and 5:30 pm
brought 72mm of rainfall at Safdarjung, making it the third ‘heavy’ rainfall day of the season.
Lodhi
Road
received
73.4mm of rainfall during the
same period as intense showers
lashed Delhi, catching commuters off-guard and causing waterlogging in a matter of minutes at several locations. Various
arterial roads in the city faced
waterlogging and witnessed
traffic disruptions. Waterlogging was observed in places like
Khyber Pass, Dilli Gate, Ring
Road, Yamuna Bazar, between
Signature Bridge and Yamuna
Vihar, and ITO. Near AIIMS flyover, snarls were observed due
to very heavy waterlogging and
even ambulances could be seen
stuck in the traffic tangle. Several roads in Civil Lines, Hauz
Khas, Moti Bagh and Jor Bagh
areas were inundated. Evening
showers also led to water getting accumulated on roads inside the Delhi assembly complex.
In east Delhi, waterlogging
complaints were received from
New Govindpura, Gandhi Park
and Krishna Nagar.
Delhi Traffic Police issued
an alert late evening regarding
obstruction in traffic in the carriageway from Signature Bridge towards Yamuna Vihar due
to waterlogging. The public
works department has asked
Delhiites to report waterlogging cases on its helpline numbers — 011-23490323 and 1800-110093. With Thursday’s rain
spell, Safdarjung, the base station for Delhi, has now received
463.5mm of rainfall – more than
double for what is normal for
the month (210.6mm).
India Meteorological Department on Wednesday issued
an ‘orange’ alert, forecasting
moderate rainfall across the city. While the alert was downgraded in the morning to ‘yellow’
category, IMD by the afternoon
once again issued an orange
alert. It has forecast ‘moderate’
rain for the next four days, stating some parts may record heavy rain during this spell, while
other places may record drizzle.
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Waterlogging
throws traffic
out of gear in
parts of Delhi
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Greater Noida: The Greater
Noida Industrial Development Authority (GNIDA) has
decided to redesign roads and
drainage networks around
Surajpur collectorate that
gets flooded almost every year. The work will start after
this monsoon, officials said.
The development authority has been facing a lot of
criticism for not being able
to prevent flooding in the
area and other busy parts of
the city. Although GNIDA
had claimed it had taken preventive measures this time
as well, steady rains that lasted for about 20 minutes resulted in waterlogging in
many locations.
Currently, eight pumps
are being operated to drain

The area near Surajpur collectorate was waterlogged on Wednesday

out water. “Surajpur collectorate building is at a lower
level compared to the road
adjacent to it. Also, the dra-

ins near the building do not
discharge water properly as
they remain choked with silt
and garbage. It is extremely

THE UNENDING ROAD HOME
Yogesh Kumar

difficult to get inside the building when it rains,” said Ramesh Gautam, a resident of
Mamura who visited the collectorate on Wednesday to
apply for a welfare scheme.
On Wednesday, GNIDA
blacklisted a company and
imposed a fine of Rs 5 lakh
on a contractor for not being
able to avoid waterlogging in
Kulesara area.
For the past couple of days, traffic movement has been disrupted on the DadriSurarjpur-Chhalera route
because of flooding.
“On Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday, our officials
surveyed all places that reported waterlogging. Some
contractors have been identified and action will be taken against them,” said the
additional chief executive

Do city bldgs have rainwater
harvesting? Panel will probe
Snehil.Sinha@timesgroup.com

Thursdays’ rains slowed down the mostly home-bound evening traffic on the Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway, leading to long tailbacks

officer of GNIDA, Deep
Chandra. In Noida, the area
near Mahamaya flyover is
prone to waterlogging.
Officials said Noida Authority had spent Rs 74 lakh to
avoid such problems on the
stretch between Mahamaya
flyover and DND flyway loop
near Dalit Prerna Sthal.
“But the efforts have not
yielded desired results. The
area near Mahamaya flyover gets flooded almost every year and water stays on
the Noida-Greater Noida Expressway days after it stops
raining,” said Sachin Rawat, a resident of Jaypee
Aman in Sector 151.
The stretch on Master
Plan Road 1 that extends
from DND flyway to Sector
16 underpass also gets flooded when it rains.

Noida: With several parts
of the city getting waterlogged, the district environment committee (DEC)
has initiated an enquiry
and sought a report on
the status of rainwater harvesting systems in residential societies and commercial complexes.
All such constructions
under Noida and Greater
Noida authorities are supposed to have rainwater
harvesting systems, according to building bylaws. Several public parks also have
them installed.
But the officials said
that there has been no assessment on how many
such plants are operational
across the district.
“Rainwater harvesting
systems are essential for recharging the groundwater.
Noida’s groundwater level
is already low and it is
depleting every year. Hence, it is important to maintain the rainwater harves-

ting systems,” said Vikrant
Tongad, an environmental
activist and member of
the DEC. Officials said all
local authorities would be
asked to report on the
status of rainwater harvesting systems.

AN ACTIVIST SAYS

Rainwater harvesting
systems are essential
for recharging
groundwater. Noida’s
groundwater level is
already low and it is
depleting every year.
Hence, it is important
to maintain the
rainwater harvesting
systems

“The authorities will give us an update on the systems and how these can
help recharge groundwater.
The report will be discussed in the committee’s meeting next month,” said Su-

has LY, the district magistrate and chairperson of
the committee.
The committee will also
prepare a report on the illegal RO water plants across
the district.
Earlier, the administration had received complaints regarding two such
plants last month that were
shut down.
“There are hundreds of
small and big RO plants in
the district and they are
using up the groundwater.
Most of them may not be needed if the local authority’s
water
supply
system
becomes regular. We will
help the administration to
locate
such
plants,”
Tongad said.
The DEC has also sought
a list of waterbodies, wetlands and solid waste management plants in the district and residents’ complaints regarding waste management system.
Officials said an environment plan has been prepared for next year.

Gang that sold
fake ID cards
busted, 2 held
Avishek Kumar Dubey
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Noida: A gang that had been
making fake Aadhaar cards
and driving licences was busted with the arrest of two people, said police on Thursday.
While Sachin (25) is a resident
of Noida phase 2 , Alam (24) is
from West Bengal’s Gangarampur. Alam lives in a rented accommodation in Wajidpur.
“They had been running
the racket for a year. They printed fake documents/IDs and
sold them. They have cheated
nearly 1,000 people and earned
Rs 50,000 to Rs 1 lakh a month,”
a police officer said.
Ankur Agarwal, additional
DCP, Noida central, said they
were arrested from Gejha. “We
got a tip-off that the two men
are in the village. A team reached and seized 19 Aadhaar
cards, five PAN cards, 55 voter
IDs, one laptop, one computer
and Rs 42,000 from them,” he said, adding that the duo charged
Rs 1,200 for a fake driving licence, Rs 150 for an Aadhaar card
and Rs 200 for a PAN card. They
were produced in court and remanded in judicial custody.

